evidence of the royal portraits. 2 The diagnosis has been commended by a number of medical and historian colleagues-Lockyer, for instance, in his 1998 biography 3 -and the only doubter I have met queried the possibility that James, who loved hunting, could have suffered from such a disability. I was inspired to remind him of the success of Riding for the Disabled and he was forthwith persuaded.
It does seem that the subject of the Stuarts merits closer attention. In particular, the heirs of the historians who have derided James for four centuries have yet to assess his career in the light of the disability I have documented. 
A W Beasley

Medication errors and confusion over labelling
Dr Wheeler and his colleagues (August 2004 JRSM 1 ) make a strong case for standardized labelling to avoid confusion over ratios and percentages in drug solutions. May we draw attention to another potential source of confusion in relation to drug labelling. The unlabelled ampoule in Figure  1 , which we presume to have contained Betnesol (betamethasone), was taken out of its packaging during routine cataract surgery for planned periocular injection. Theatre staff reacted appropriately by discarding it, and we reported the incident to the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency. We also advised the manufacturers. The absence of a label was due to a manufacturing error, fortunately not coupled with the loss of coloured bands which do help to distinguish it from other products. However, this picture illustrates another potent source of error. Even when intravenous medications are correctly labelled, the similarity between their appearances is an example of a latent or potential systems failure.
Roxane J Hillier Simon P Kelly
Royal Bolton Hospital, Bolton BL4 0JR, UK 
